
“The very perfection of a human being, 
is to find out their own imperfections.”

[St. Augustine]
During this autumn season the par-
ish of ST. MARK THE EVANGELIST 
is attempting to look more closely at 
ourselves – in church parlance this is 
often called a “self-study period”. By 
truly examining our strengths as well 
as our weaknesses, St. Mark’s will be 
in a much stronger place to call a new 
Rector. 
The ancient Greek principle, typically
attributed to Socrates: “TO KNOW 
THYSELF”, is echoed by the Bishop 
of Hippo (Augustine) who urges us 
to ‘find our imperfections’. We, at St. 
Mark’s, are doing this through a process 
called a Mutual Ministry Review, a 
way for us to take stock of what God 
is calling us to be in these waning days 
of 2020, into the 3rd decade of the 21st 
century and beyond.
On our calendar we have just passed 
what ancient Jews once called DAYS 
OF AWE (a 10-day period between 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur) 
where a religious person’s duty is to 
take stock of their relationship with 
God and their fellow human beings.  
What is accomplished in this period are 
not empty New Year’s resolutions, that 
are generally discussed in the last weeks 
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of December. Rather, it is the task of 
the devout to do a serious accounting 
of our actions of where we have fallen 
short, and what can be done to make 
amends.
Our own DAYS OF AWE (or account-
ing period) will inevitably help us to 
live a more fulfilling life. Not simply 
as a parish looking to call a new Rec-
tor, but as individual children of God. 
We need not wait for December 31 to 
make New Year’s resolutions! A thou-
sand years before Christ, the Celts a 
rough and rowdy group of Pagans who 
occupied part of what is now England 
had their New Year’s Eve on October 
31 – their calendar year ended on that 
day.  The priests of the Celts were called 
Druids. The end of the year festival 
the Druids presided over was the Eve 
of Samhain, which marked the end of 
summer and beginning of winter. At 
this October 31st festival the Druids 
sought to placate Samhain, the Lord of 
Death.
Some say that Samhain on this night 
called back the souls of the wicked who 
had died the previous year; others say 
that Samhain permitted the souls of all 
the departed to spend a few hours in 
their former homes, to warm them-
selves at the old family fireside.  In 
either case it was the night the dead 
came back. It was thought that witches 
liked to gather together on the Eve of 
Samhain for a convention while riding 
broomsticks and accompanied by their 
black cats.
Over time, the Church permeated 
English life and began to subtly but dis-
tinctly change existing customs. Pope 
Gregory III declared November 1 as an 
English holiday for all saints, known 
and unknown. The Anglo-Saxon word 
for holy was “halga”. A saint was a holy 
man, hence a hallow. The day appoint-
ed would be All Hallows Day and the 
night before became All Hallow Eve.  continues on next page

Therefore, we can see the roots of the 
day we call Halloween.
What a wonderful treat it would be in 
the weeks from this Halloween lead-
ing to Christmas and Epiphany, if we 
committed to take stock of our life 
individually as well as collectively as St. 
Mark’s Church and School.
Don’t change yourselves to be like the 
people of this world, but let God change 
you inside with a new way of thinking.
Then you will be able to understand 
and accept what God wants for you. You 
will be able to know what is good and 
pleasing to him and what is perfect.

[Romans 12:2]

The Reverend
Johan Johnson, Ph.D.
Interim Rector
jjohnson@saintmarks.com

64 YEARS TOGETHER
–a lifetime well spent
Later this month, I will be at St. Mark’s 
to inter the ashes of my greatest friend, 
my spouse, and the love of my life, 
Richard Nolan. We have been together 
since our freshman orientation in 
September of 1955 at Trinity College 
in Hartford, Connecticut. Since those 
early days, our life together has been 
productive, rewarding, and ever-loving.



continued from previous page ST. MARK’S BOOK CLUB
The Book Club meets on the 4th 
Thursday of each month from 11:30 
a.m. – 1:00 p.m while wearing masks 
and maintaining social distancing. If 
you are interested in learning more 
about the Book Club please contact 
Mrs. Dorothy Seibert at (954) 990-
7966.

OCTOBER 22ND

Beginning college and sitting together 
in Psychology 101 class, we saw in 
the textbook (at that time) that our 
relationship and love were classified 
as “criminally deviant.” Though con-
sidered criminals, we were determined 
to find ways to be together, live as 
mainstream as possible and find ways 
to function in a society whose cultural 
norms, at the time, were generally 
oppressive for LGBTQ people. We suc-
ceeded.  
I was raised in a middle class, small 
town in Connecticut. During high 
school, I worked part-time as a drafts-
man. The detail involved in this work 
made me realize that I had perfec-
tionist traits That led me to a love of 
mathematics. After college, I began my 
career teaching mathematics in a public 
high school. I earned a Master’s degree 
in Secondary Administration at Hart-
ford University and a CAS certificate 
at Hartford Seminary Foundation. My 
career as a teacher spanned 35 years, 25 
of which were as Mathematics Depart-
ment Head. I thoroughly enjoyed those 
years, teaching a variety of students, 
and feeling the satisfaction of making a 
difference in their lives.    
Rich grew up in Waltham, Massachu-
setts, a product of a Roman Catholic 
father and Episcopal mother. While 
Rich attended a Roman Catholic paro-
chial school as a child, he attended the 
Episcopal Church for Sunday worship.  
Rich had great respect for his child-
hood priest and related to me that he 
always felt a calling. Following our 
time at Trinity, Rich went to Berkeley 
Divinity School (New Haven) and later 
earned his M.Div. from Hartford Semi-
nary Foundation. He went on to earn a 
Ph.D. at New York University and then 
a M.A.R at Yale University.  He was an 
Episcopal priest, but his career was as a 
college professor.       
In the early 1960s, Rich and I started 
traveling to Miami Beach as often as 
possible. There we didn’t have to hide 
who were to each other or wonder if we 
were being seen together too often. We 
have been blessed to see the cultural 
mores of society change and be more 
accepting and informed concerning 

LGBTQ rights. A seminal event came 
in late June of 1969 with the riots at the 
Stonewall Inn in New York City. The 
road to acceptance and equal rights 
has been a slow road with incremental 
changes that continue to this day.
As recently as 2009, at our 50th College 
Reunion, we were invited by the Presi-
dent of the College, Jimmy Johnson, 
and then Chaplain Allison Read to be 
married in the Trinity College Cha-
pel. It was soon after Connecticut had 
legalized same-sex marriage, however 
the Episcopal Church was still not au-
thorizing same-sex marriages. Trinity 
College Chaplain Allison Read assisted 
but it was her husband, a minister in 
another Protestant denomination, who 
was the officiant.  
Even at Saint Mark’s, when we pur-
chased our crypts in 1988, we were 
not allowed to purchase one crypt and 
have our remains placed together in the 
same crypt because we were not legally 
related! I don’t fault Saint Mark’s. It is 
just one example of the way things were 
at that time. It is perhaps ironic that 
we will be laid to rest in two differ-
ent crypts that are side by side. We are 
thankful for Saint Mark’s and in par-
ticular, Rich’s mother, Elizabeth Nolan, 
who introduced us to the community 
of Saint Mark’s circa 1980.

Bob Pingpank

Talking to Strangers:
What We Should Know
About the People We
Don’t Know
by Malcom Gladwell

“. . . a sweeping survey tour of miscom-
munication, through stories ripped 
ripped from the headlines and history 
books.       NPR  WLRN 9/9/2019

DECEMBER 2ND

Father Melancholy’s
Daughter
by Gail Godwin

“Remarkable . . . I don’t know more 
than a few contemporary novels as full 
of grace . . .”          USA Today

JANUARY 28TH

The Complete Personal 
Memoirs of
Ulysses S. Grant
by Ulysses S. Grant
(There are various editions)

“Grant’s memoirs are reputed to be the 
best of this sort of literature . . . Grant’s 
writing is clear and informative, but I 
do recommend this book to a general 
audience. . .”               Amazon Reviewer

Explore. Play. Learn.
Thursdays and Fridays

9:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
For a tour, reservations or more 

information, please contact:

Mrs. Francia Willberg, 
MMO Director

954-334-0117
mmo@saintmarks.com

Have you moved or changed your contact 
information, please let us know: 954-563-
5155 or stmarkschurchandschool@gmail.
com. Thank you for supporting St. Mark’s 
Episcopal Church and School.



CONTEMPLATING
COVID CURRENTLY
Oddly, less than a year ago, not one 
of us had heard the word COVID, yet 
now its presence dominates our lives.  
This past spring I wrote about coping 
with life under the stay at home request 
and about life without the doors of St. 
Mark’s open to us for Sunday commu-
nal worship. Now at last those doors 
are open, and if I can’t kneel, at least I 
can approach the communion rail to 
receive the Host.
I may be one of the very few people 
who has actually appreciated, albeit 
briefly, the need to wear a mask. I man-
aged to break a front tooth and when 
I went out in public, nobody could see 
the ugly gap! I’ve also discovered that 
now and then I can venture out with-
out a morning shave, since who knows 
anyway?
Along those same whimsical lines, I 
recall a board game called LIFE, which 
I played as a child. I remember little 
about it, but I can only imagine being 
a lucky winner or an unfortunate loser 
in the “game” of COVID LIFE. You lose 
points if you are a bride, whose wed-
ding guests cannot travel to the cer-
emony and who has lost a huge deposit 
on a reception hall. You lose points if 
you are like my mother, stuck inside 
an assisted living facility and lonely, 
but unable to have any visits from your 
family – you lose even more points if 
you become ill and haven’t their warm 
care. How many points does a single 
parent lose, who has been called back 
to a job, but whose four children are 
all at home for virtual school with only 
one computer in the house. I think any 
of these people would happily trade 
a missing front tooth in exchange for 
their predicaments.
Job, who suffered problems greater 
than those summarized above, never 

the less says to his wife, “Shall I take the 
good from the hands of God and not 
the bad? It’s a bit of wisdom that you, 
I am sure, as have I, find we need to 
remember when we feel we are suffer-
ing. If I am out mowing my lawn under 
our brutal September sun and my back 
is killing me, I have to swallow a gulp 
of humility or gratitude or perspective, 
when I see someone slowly making his/
her way down the road in a patched up, 
old, mechanized wheelchair with gro-
cery bags dangling over the side. Then 
I realize how fortunate I am.
Faith in Christ is the way to endure life 
and the game of life. It isn’t easy, as Job 
learned, and as Christ demands, “Take 
up your cross and follow me.” But as 
we have many more days of COVID 
ahead of us, I am thankful that now I 
can regain spiritual growth and nour-
ishment in the easiest way – through 
communion with God and with you, 
my neighbors. One of my priests in the 
past told me that all eternity meets at 
the communion rail during the mass, 
and I have personally found that to be 
true. I don’t believe in séances, psy-
chics, mediums, or the like, but I know 
one Saturday evening at mass my late 
father spoke to me, unsolicited but 
clear as a bell, to admonish me that it 
wasn’t enough for me to care for my 
elderly mother, but I had to do it with a 
glad heart and not from a sense of duty 
or obligation.

During the seemingly endless days 
of COVID, I did watch our St. Mark’s 
masses online, grateful to Chuck 
Gregory, Kerry Harris, and Tara Henley 
for coordinating those efforts. Occa-
sionally I’d go physically to a Sunday’s 
Morning Prayer service elsewhere, or 
attend a Zoom service, and often I’d 
meditate in a lonely pew at St. Mark’s 
on a Saturday morning, guided by 
Clive outside and listening to Father 
Ron on the organ. However, not one of 
these attempts was a substitute for the 
Eucharist, and I am so thankful to be 
back among some of you, young or old, 
friends or strangers, standing or kneel-
ing, finding the presence of God again 
through the scriptures, the prayers, the 
words of Father Johan, the music, the 
cross, and the fellowship of love. 
COVID has taken so much from us.   
But its menace has also opened our 
eyes to needs in our midst and to truths 
that may have escaped us before. I see 
this season as an opportunity for so 
much spiritual and emotional growth 
despite the obstacles. Perhaps in the 
physical re-opening of St. Mark’s there 
will be a new beginning. So, I hope 
among both the spiritual and the social 
moments of our communal worship 
will be the opportunity for me to grow 
closer not only to Christ our Savior but 
also to all of you.

Jim Sentman
St. Mark’s Parishioner

VIRTUAL OPEN HOUSEVIRTUAL OPEN HOUSE  
Thursday, October 22nd at 5:00 pmThursday, October 22nd at 5:00 pm

ON CAMPUS OPEN HOUSEON CAMPUS OPEN HOUSE
Friday, October 23rd at 8:30 amFriday, October 23rd at 8:30 am

Contact us at (954) 563-1241Contact us at (954) 563-1241  
Saintmarks.com Saintmarks.com @@ 1750 E. Oakland Park Blvd, Fort Lauderdale  1750 E. Oakland Park Blvd, Fort Lauderdale EACH CHILD. EACH DAY.EACH CHILD. EACH DAY.

CAMPUS OPEN NOW!CAMPUS OPEN NOW!
Come see what makesCome see what makes

our students smile!our students smile!  



Terry Gaw and Mike MullinsNOVEMBER 26 NOVEMBER 26 @@ 9:00 AM - IN THE CHURCH 9:00 AM - IN THE CHURCH

EPISCOPAL SCHOOLS CELEBRATION!EPISCOPAL SCHOOLS CELEBRATION!

SAVE THE DATE!SAVE THE DATE!
Saturday, November 14Saturday, November 14

VESTRY MEMBERS
APPOINTED
Thank you to 5 new Vestry Members 
who are willing to serve the community 
of St. Mark the Evangelist.

 
    Ryan Brukardt          Giselle Dorsett

       Lillie Griffin       Harry Richardson

Betty Robinson
These five accomplished and long-
standing St. Mark’s members were ap-
pointed by the Vestry to fill vacancies.  
Almighty God, give us a new vision 
of you, of your love, of your grace 
and power; and then, give us a new 
vision of what you would have us do 
as your church in this congregation of 
St. Mark’s Church and School at this 
time. Give us an awareness that in the 
strength of your Spirit we can do it to 
your glory. In Jesus’ Name we pray. 
AMEN.

Thank you to all who joined us this 
past summer for our Drive-In Concert 
Series!

STARTING NOVEMBER 2STARTING NOVEMBER 2NDND!!

THANKSGIVING
FOOD DRIVE
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FRIED ONIONS (CANNED)

GREEN BEANS (CANNED)

CREAM OF MUSHROOM SOUP (CANNED)

MINI-MARSHMALLOWS

GRAHAM CRACKER PIE CRUSTS

MASHED POTATOES (BOXES)

CRANBERRY SAUCE (CANNED)

FROZEN TURKEYS (10-12 POUND)

CANNED HAMS

STUFFING MIX (BOXES OR BAGS)

FRUIT COCKTAIL (CANNED)

RICE (1 LB BAGS)

DISPOSABLE ROASTING PAN

HOST A FOOD DRIVE |  CONTACT ASHLIE@THEPANTRYOFBROWARD.ORG

HELP US SERVE OVER 600 MEALS THIS YEAR
ITEMS NEEDED:
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Donat ions  accepted now through November


